
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 1 

  May 2021 

We’re all in this together 

You have heard that phrase a lot during the pandemic, but it is one we have all used to describe other situa-

tions, too. Take the church, for example. We all have a part in the life and ministry that the Lord calls us to 

as the Body of Christ. 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12) 

In my first year among you, I have found the First Presbyterian Church to be a church with a sense of mission 

that is committed to reaching out to the community. This is also an active church with our own opportuni-

ties for fellowship and service. The Congregational Life and Service committee of the session provides a list 

of opportunities in an article at the top of page 4 of this newsletter where you will find areas of the life and 
ministry of the church that may match your talents, skills, and interests. 

We are also a church that is open to the urgings of the Holy Spirit which you may experience as noticing a 

need and feeling a desire to meet that need. Maybe you notice some suffering and wonder what you can do 

to bring comfort. Whether it’s an existing ministry or activity of the church or a new idea or urging that you 

have, your church is where you can find support in following God’s call. You can always talk to me or con-
nect with the Congregational Life and Service Committee as described in their article on page 4. 

Faith Formation – The Cornerstone Class 

An intelligent mind acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge. (Proverbs 18:15) 

Wednesday afternoon at 2:00 has become a time in the past year for us to gather to study the scriptures 
and engage in lively conversations about faith and life. We were able to gather in person for some of those 

weeks, and we found a way to gather via Zoom when COVID shut us down. In any case, this hour has provid-

ed a well to drink from weekly to increase our knowledge of the scriptures and discern how God’s Word 
continues to provide ways of abundant life for God’s people. 

We are able to gradually return to safe gatherings, and in an effort to maximize the time and space we have 

to offer, I will restructure the Wednesday afternoon hour beyond a lectionary bible study. Beginning May 5 

at 2:00 p.m., The Cornerstone Class will offer a rotating curriculum of bible study, group book reads, 

roundtable discussion, and lecture series. In any case, the format will provide an opportunity for lively dis-
cussion, and seeking application for our individual and collective faith journey. Most importantly, snacks are 

provided!  

My friends, I am so proud of how the people of FPC have remained faithful to God, committed to outreach, 

and supportive of one another during this challenging year. I do not know who was the first one to say, “you 

didn’t come this far just to get this far;” but I do know that the power of God, “at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.” (Ephesians 3:20) 

Grace and peace, 
+ Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 

Session Recap 
April 18, 2021 

Committee Reports: 
CLS: No formal meeting. The committee has agreed 
to host the graduation ceremony for the Montesso-
ri school. CLS will work with staff to determine what 
they need. 
A brown bag lunch is planned for May 30 after wor-
ship. Picnic tables will be setup outside. Watch for 
more details.   
Operations: No formal meeting. Julie provided sta-
tus update on various projects. 
 The Montessori school wants to expand and 

asked to rent the room that the Bells used.  
 The Bells were moved to the Chapel. A meeting 

is planned with Rena to determine long term 
arrangement location. 

 New insurance contract signed. We have the 
same insurance agent. Cost did increase. 

 The repairs on the fire control board are com-
pleted.  

 Restoring Bell tower to play music. All equip-
ment and wiring parts have been acquired. Ar-
rangements pending to repair and install in the 
tower. Norm Willoughby is assisting with this 
project.  

Presbytery: The next meeting is scheduled for May 
11, 2021 starting at 3:00 P.M. via ZOOM. Ken Gadd 
is our Elder Commissioner to this meeting. 

The April meeting was a hybrid meeting. Some mem-
bers attended in-person wearing masks and socially 
distanced, and some joined using Zoom Video confer-
encing.  Pastor Joe opened our meeting with prayer. 

The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The mem-
bership total as of 04/18/21 was 105.  

Session approved: 
 the February 21, 2021 regular meeting minutes. 
 the April 4, 2021 special meeting minutes.   
 May 2, 2021 for the annual Congregational 

meeting following worship. The annual report is 
finished. Hard copies will be available that morn-
ing. The report will be converted to a PDF docu-
ment and sent electronically prior to the meeting 
to allow members time to review.   

 the tentative date of May 22, 2021 (date depends 
on availability of the deacons) to hold a joint 
training session with Elders and Deacons. 

 Pastor Joe’s vacation request. He will be on vaca-
tion June 7 through June 21. Pastor Joe will work 
with worship committee to find a replacement for 
the two Sundays he is away. 

 receipt of the first quarter 2021 Financial Report 
prepared by Carolyn McMillan:  
YTD income $61,528.30; expenses $49,344.54; 
Net $12,183.76. 1st Quarter Investment funds 
(Davis and CDs) total $329,919.56.  

A Mother’s Poem 
  -- by Linda Hartsock 
They start out so very helpless and small, 
We watch as they learn how to sit, how to crawl. 
Then the fun begins when they start to walk, 
And it’s really exciting when they begin to talk. 
Before you know it, they’re off to school, 
Then it’s baseball, or Girl Scouts, and summer at the pool. 
After high school comes college, and tuitions to pay, 
Then suddenly, goodbye, -- it’s their wedding day. 
Then it starts all over, there will be someone else small; 
But, throughout our life we should remember above all 
God gave us our children to care for, for Him -- 
To bring them up wisely; to look up to Him. 
He’ll guide their lives, and they will be assured  
Of a place with Him in Heaven. 
That is God’s Word. 

Welcome new members 

Lee Davis and Janet Stevens 
We’re very happy to have you as 

part of our church family! 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

HAPPY DAYS!  We are back to in-person worship – and being able to start on Easter Sunday was quite a 
blessing.  Things are slowly, but surely, moving towards a more normal way of life, and being able to enjoy 
that with our church family is extra special. 
Bible Study is back in person also.  We heard Pastor Joe talking about doing something a little different – per-
haps a book study or video study instead of the Sunday passages.  We just hope that snacks are included like 
before.  My wife, kids and I really miss that part. 
We saw a sign up for the new Supper Club.  Although I am sad that we weren’t invited to join in, I am glad 
that our friends are able to have a meal and fun together.  We will listen for their stories about it when they 
gather on Sunday morning.  We heard some pretty funny stories from previous groups – it always sounded 
like everyone had a great time. 
The Montessori School is going to graduate three students in the Sanctuary on May 14th.  Since 
they are able to use our Sanctuary, they can social distance and all the families can participate.    
I heard we are going to provide a reception for them afterwards.  What fun to see activity and 
children in the church!! 
I hope everyone will enjoy this last month of Spring as we head towards Summer.   Maybe even  
a special event might happen to usher in the warmer, longer days of June!! Keep your eyes and 
ears open for an announcement.   ~Ecclesial Mouse 

We are planning a rummage sale with the Montesso-
ri school  July 29 -31.  Please contact Troy Oliver for 
information about donating items or helping with 
the sale. 

Adult Christian Education News 

Wednesday Bible Study meets each Wednesday at 
2:00 pm in the Lounge. Watch for an email from Pas-
tor Joe about the new Cornerstone Class.  This class 

will consist of a variety of formats 
including book study, DVD series, 
and/or Bible text.  All are welcome. 

Come join us! 

Memorial Gifts 
Marilyn & Ed Low remembered Woody 
Ensor and Joyce Wofford. 

Gifts in Joyce Wofford's memory were 
also received from Cindy Bowen, Harriet 
Ensor, Dixie Jenkins, Corkie Winters, Carl 
& Sharon Bury, Tim & Deanna Chmidling, 
Lori Gacke & David Sawmiller, and Cory Sunk. 

Montessori School Graduation May 14th 
We are hosting a reception in the Lounge for the 
Montessori school’s graduation ceremony on Friday 
May14th in the early evening.  If you could provide 
cookies (homemade or store 
bought) or help serve at the event, 
please contact Diane Sondergelt.  
All food must be packaged individ-
ually in ziplock bags. 

On April 12th Colleen, Julie, Linda, Diane, and Bob 
made taco soup at St. Vincent’s to feed approxi-
mately 400 guests there. 
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Help Wanted!! Are you looking for opportunities to share your talents - those well known, hidden, or yet to 
be discovered?  Great news - the church is looking for people who can help with several activities!  While the 
church and all of us try to adapt to “new normals”, we are looking at the new ways of doing things and the 
people who can help    If you can help, please contact Diane Sondergelt, Julie Brown, or anyone on session.  
Below are some, but not all, of the ways you can help.  If you have any other ways to help which aren’t listed 
or other suggestions, we’d love to hear about them.  Keep your eyes on the Lifeline, Midweek Updates, and 
Sunday bulletins for new “opportunities” that come up.  Thanks!! 
 Child care during worship 
 Weeding and flower garden care 
 Adult Bible study Leader 
 Primary school Point of Contact(s) 
 Reading Program 
 Sponsored Program Coordinator (e.g., COSI, Puppets) 
 Chess Club 
 Helping Hands 
 St. Vincent Cooking Team Lead and Team Member 
 Four times a year, on the second Monday of the month), the leader 
 gets all supplies (will be reimbursed), recruits team members, and the team prepares the meal 
 Meet-N-Eat Coordinator 
 “The Little Free Library” Coordinator - This is a new mission where we can share reading books with the 
 community.  Details are available at:  https://littlefreelibrary.org/ 
Thank you for leading these activities - 
 Supper Club Coordinator - Ken Gadd 
 Transitional Living and School Pantry POC - Linda Hartsock 
Breaking news!  Shelda Cox has graciously agreed to lead the choir on Sunday mornings.  We’re looking for-
ward to having the choir back!  Thank you Shelda! 

Meet-N-Eat Sunday May 30th Immediately after worship 
Please join us in welcoming the summer season.  We will hold the event outdoors 
in the lower parking lot.  Sandwiches from Subway, chips, cookies, water, iced tea, 
and lemonade will be provided.  Everything, including the sandwiches, will be indi-
vidually wrapped.  If you prefer, please feel free to bring your own lunch.  We will 
set up tables and chairs and have corn hole, croquet, ladder golf, and other out-
door games.  Please invite your friends or neighbors to join in the fun with us!!  
Contact Diane Sondergelt if you have any questions. 

Thank you Congregation! 
Your support of the PC(USA)’s “One Great Hour of Sharing” 
collected $392.00 to help the hungry, needy, and those 
recovering from natural disasters.  This is a way to share 
God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world.  

Graduate Recognition in June 
We would love to recognize the Class of 2021 gradu-
ates.  If you or any family members are graduating or 
have graduated since June 2020, please give the 
church office the name of the graduate, relationship, 
diploma or degree they are receiving, and any future 
plans.  Please submit this information 
by May 21st so that we can recognize 
the graduates in the June Lifeline. 

Thank you everyone for the 40-plus cards I received 
in celebration of my 85th birthday, and for  the card 
signed by so many members of the congregation.  I 
appreciated them all, and hope to thank you in per-
son someday soon.  Thanks also  to Pastor Hinds for 
his telephone message. 

God bless you all. 
Frank Lowe  

https://littlefreelibrary.org/
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A new program began on April 12, 2021 to assist families who lost loved ones to COVID-19.  FEMA will be 
providing financial assistance for COVID-19 related funeral expenses incurred after January 20, 2020.  For fur-
ther information, see the handout included here or visit the following website online:  
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance. 
     

https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
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Happy Birthday! 

May  14 Ken Gadd 

  Paul Botts 

 15 Ralph Stegner 

 16 Margaret Carlson 

  Mitch Oliver 

 18 Jim Saunders 

 19 Tom Kelsey 

 23 Kay Stegner 

 24 John McMillan 

 30 Will McMillan 

 31 Darla Thompson 

  Martha Cook 

SCHOOL PANTRY 
A new shopping list is provided for your use.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, 
just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
937-429-1828 
l_hartsock@yahoo.com 

______________________________________ 
Pasta Noodles 
Pasta Sauce 
Ravioli (Can or individual) 
Soup 
Rice and Noodle Mixes 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual) 
Tuna and Chicken cans 
Vegetable Oil 
Cereal 
Oatmeal 
Pancake Mix (add water 
only) 
Pancake Syrup 
Nuts 
Pudding 
Fruit Cups 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Crackers 
Canned Vegetables 
Juice 
Poptarts 
Snacks 
Shampoo / Conditioner 
Body Wash 
Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 
Feminine Hygiene items 

Thank you Dick Winters for the new wreath of 
flowers to decorate Henderson Hallway! 

Pastor Joe and the Session, 
Thank you for the lovely welcome on Sunday.  Every-
one was so friendly.  It was interesting to 
hear everyone’s story when you intro-
duced yourselves. 
I look forward to getting to know every-
one now that church is in-person. 
Thanks again, 
Janet Stevens 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

If you would like to donate flowers for our Sunday 
worship service, please contact the office either by 
phone or email with the date of the Sun-
day for your donation, as well as the 
purpose (memory, honor, etc.). Pastor 
Joe will announce who donated the 
flowers and the purpose.  The cost for 
flowers remains at $25 each Sunday. 

For my favorite church! 
Thank you for the beautiful flowers that 
Dick Winters delivered to me from the Sun-
day service.  I did it - I got that bad hip 
fixed!  Now I am working hard to recover 
from the surgery!  Can’t wait to get back to church! 
Marilyn Lôw 
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May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

10:15 am 
Worship with 
Communion 
followed by 

Congregational 
Meeting 

3 4 5 

2:00 pm           
Adult Bible 

Study—Lounge 

6 7 8 

9 

10:15 am 

Worship 

Mother’s Day 

10 
1:00 pm 

Cook at St.   
Vincent 

11 12 

2:00 pm           
Adult Bible 

Study—Lounge 

13 

2:00 pm            
CLS Meeting—
Board Room 

14 
Montessori 

Graduation and 
Reception— 

Sanctuary  and 
Lounge 

15 

9:00 am           
Elder and Dea-
con Training—
Fellowship Hall 

16 

10:15 am 

Worship 

11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

17 18 19 

2:00 pm           
Adult Bible 

Study—Lounge 

20 21 22 

 
 

 

23 

10:15 am 

Worship 

24 25 26 

2:00 pm           
Adult Bible 

Study—Lounge 

27 

June Lifeline 
articles due to 
church office 

28 29 

30 

10:15 am 
Worship 

followed by 
Meet-N-Eat 

Lunch 

31 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
 

Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
   email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 

Phone: 937-878-3954   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first 
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items 
may be brought in whenever the church office 
is open and placed in the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

Articles for the June Lifeline need  to be  

in the office by May 27. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_____________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com

